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What we are doing...
ARCORES International desirous of a wellmeaning commitment to protect the
environment in this age of climate
emergency, offers this guide to amplify our
communitarian actions as well as enhance
our local activities for a better collective
program in the care of our common home.

With the release of Pope Francis Laudato Si’ encyclical
in the year 2015, many solutions are being offered for
the protection of our Mother Earth by the diverse
Catholic movements in the world, and by Christian and
other faith-based networks. We are offering simplified
actions, yet can make meaningful impacts on the environment.
ARCORES also participates in notable global meetings, campaigns and actions. We have participated in
the three UNFCCC - United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP21 in Paris, France;
COP23 in Bonn, Germany; and COP24 in Katowice,
Poland). Our ARCORES Spain is actively involved in
‘Enlázate por la Justicia’ initiative in the region, developing the campaign “Si cuidas el Planeta, combates la
Pobreza” ; ARCORES Philippines works with groups in
direct actions related to climate justice, anti-mining
and anti-coal campaigns; and our Recoletos family in
Brazil are involved with REPAM (Red Eclesial PanAmazonica) activities.
ARCORES and the Commission on Social Apostolate
hope in the positive contributions of our parish communities in the care for creation. The ‘interconnectedness’ of our apostolates can make a collective change
in our environmental problems; that in every parish,
we are taking care of our common home.
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Laudato Si’ Actions
protect mankind from self-destruction…” (Pope Francis,
Laudato Si’ #79)
Our communities should take part in a global action to
protect the planet. The challenge of Pope Francis starts
from little actions that are truly transformative to a
greater and sustaining actions that impact humanity. We
call this ‘green actions’ proposed by Pope Francis in
Laudato Si’ (LS #211):
• avoiding the use of plastic and paper
• reducing water consumption
• separating refuse (segregation)
• cooking only what can reasonably be consumed and
effectively fight against food waste
• showing care for other living beings
• using public transport or car-pooling (walk or ride a bike)
• planting trees
• turning off unnecessary lights
• reusing
If we live up these ‘green actions’ Pope Francis has this
to say: “All of these reflect a generous and worthy creativity which brings out the best in human beings… can
be an act of love which expresses our own dignity.” (LS
#211)
“Christ suffers with nature.” (Florante Caedo, sculptor).
Recoletos Mini-Forest, Mira-nila, Quezon City.

Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’ encyclical encourages personal and institutional (much more so communitarian)
response on ecological transformation. In this age of
global ecological crisis, the transformative experience to
combat this damaging crisis is necessary. Our relevant
contribution as pastors is needed then, enabling our
parish communities to offer solutions. We make our
communities as our sites of struggle. “The work of the
Church seeks not only to remind everyone of the duty to
care for nature, but at the same time she must above all

1. Pope Francis, Laudato Si’: On the Care of our Common Home

From these ‘green actions’ we are challenged to make
our communities ‘eco communities,’ our parishes into
‘eco-parishes,’ our schools into ‘eco-schools’ and possibly adopt an ‘eco-ministry’ into our congregations. The
‘green actions’ are simple yet basic of doing ordinary
ecological actions that will protect our Mother Earth.
Let us make this ‘green actions’ be part of the ordinariness of our life and happen again in our communities.
Pope Francis envisioned a clean world not a world of
‘filth’ but a world that is ecologically sustainable
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Faith Dimension
We recall the message of the Filipino Bishops in 1988:
“As Christians we also draw our vision from Christ. We
have much to learn from the attitude of respect which Jesus displayed towards the natural world. He was very
much aware that all the creatures in God’s creation are
related. Jesus lived lightly on the earth and warned his
disciples against hoarding material possessions and allowing their hearts to be enticed by the lure of wealth and
power (Matt. 6:19-21; Lk. 9:1-6). But our meditation on
Jesus goes beyond this. Our faith tells us that Christ is
the center point of human history and creation. All the
rich unfolding of the universe and the emergence and
flowering of life on Earth are centered on him. (Eph. 1:910; Col 1:16-17). The destruction of any part of creation, especially, the extinction of species defaces the image of Christ which is etched in creation2.”
Caring for the Earth is caring for the poor and vulnerable,

“the human environment and the natural environment
deteriorate together; we cannot adequately combat environmental degradation unless we attend to causes related to human and social degradation. In fact, the deterioration of the environment and of society affects the most
vulnerable people on the planet: “Both everyday experience and scientific research show that the gravest effects
of all attacks on the environment are suffered by the
poorest”. (Laudato Si' #48). Utmost care for the migrants
and refugees, for the indigenous communities, and for all
those affected by tragedies and disasters.
Caring for the Earth sustains and strengthens our ecological faith, in the lights and shadows of our climate action
"may our struggles and our concern for this planet never
take away the joy of our hope." "God, who calls us to
generous commitment and to give him our all, offers us
the light and the strength needed to continue on our way.
In the heart of this world, the Lord of life, who loves us so
much, is always present. He does not abandon us, he
does not leave us alone, for he has united himself definitively to our earth, and his love constantly impels us to
find new ways forward.” (Laudato Si #245)

Photo by Marie-Claire Graf

Caring for the Earth leads us to contemplation, "all creatures are moving forward with us and through us towards
a common point of arrival, which is God, in that transcendent fullness where the risen Christ embraces and illumines all things. Human beings, endowed with intelligence and love, and drawn by the fullness of Christ, are
called to lead all creatures back to their Creator."
(Laudato Si #83)
Caring for the Earth is caring God's creation - encompassing the whole of nature, our common home.
"Blessed are those who protect and care for our common
home3".

2. Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines (CBCP), Pastoral Letter on Ecology, What is Happening to Our Beautiful Land?, 1988.
3. New Beatitudes of Pope Francis, http://m.vatican.va/content/francescomobile/es/audiences/2014/documents/papa-francesco_20140806_udienza-generale.html
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Why?
The recent release of the UN-based Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Special Report last October 8, 2018 showed not only the way to immediately
address the impacts of climate change but the report
somehow is giving us a grim global warning: WE HAVE
ONLY 12 YEARS LEFT BEFORE WE REACH THE TIPPING POINT OF 1.5 C in global temperatures “limiting
global warming to 1.5°C would require rapid, far-reaching and unprecedented changes in all aspects of society…”4.
With finality the IPCC Report highlights ‘people and natural ecosystems’ as ultimate beneficiaries of achieving
our desired goal to address climate change; constantly
reminding our way of integrating such approach in
achieving a sustainable and equitable society.
We need urgent actions and consistent commitment
from among the signatories of the Paris Agreement to
avoid the extreme climate change impacts - the more
damaging droughts, extreme heat, floods, poverty and
even food shortages. This warning is alarming, .5°C can
make a lot of difference, it means billions of death.
We should continue reaching our needed target to
1.5°C, an affordable and feasible, and not anymore ambitious; keeping true to our pledge of making the Paris
Agreement relevant in our context. Accordingly, we echo
the Final Declaration of the Holy See Delegation to the
24th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change in Katowice
(COP 24)“we are called to limit responsibly the average
global temperature increase to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels. Therefore, we encourage much greater ambition in delivering Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDCs) and stronger mechanisms toward reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, managing the decarbonization of the current fossil fuel-based economy, transparently sharing the way each nation implements its com-

mitments, addressing the issue of loss and damage, ensuring solid financial commitments, and promoting education in sustainability, responsible awareness, and
lifestyle changes”5 (Final Declaration of the Holy See
Delegation to COP 24, Vatican, 19th December 2018).
Our response is indeed important, avoiding “long-lasting or irreversible changes, such as the loss of some
ecosystems” and our continued efforts to address locally damaging practices such as development aggression
(mining, reclamation projects, agricultural expansion, industrial enterprises) all at the expense of forests, communities and the whole ecosystem; increased dependence on fossil-fuel based ‘economy’ (in the areas of
energy and mobility); and failure ‘in doing’ sustainable
environmental practices in the areas of waste management and consumption limits. If we still care, we can
sustainably live beyond 12 years.
United in our commitment to the Mother Church, truly
convinced that integral ecology is inseparable from integral society, thus, we commit “to care for our common
home” and make a definitive pledge to respond to the
climate crisis—securing a sustainable future for our
people and our planet.

4. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/.
5. Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development, http://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/dichiarazione-finale-della-delegazione-della-santa-sede-acop24.html.
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Examining our Impacts
on the Environment
1. Energy (energy use, energy efficiency, renewable

6. Farming

energy initiatives)

• Do we have a community vegetable garden or community
farm?
• Are we practicing to grow organic vegetables?
• Are our gardens and farms sustainably growing organic food?

• Are we conserving energy?
• Are we using energy efficient utilities and appliances?
• Are we transitioning to renewable energy (using solar or wind
energy)?
• Are we managing our electric consumption (and doing
inventory of our energy use)
• Are we computing our carbon footprint?

2. Water
• Are we practicing water conservation?
• Are we regulating our water usage?
• Do we have a rainwater catchment/storage facility? (for
washing and for gardening)

3. Waste
•
•
•
•
•

Are we conducting waste inventory?
Are we practicing recycling-at-source?
Do we have a recycling facility?
Are we buying (purchasing) recyclable products?
Are we minimizing our waste impact?

7. Eco-formation
• Are we integrating ecological education in our formation
exercises?
• Are we creating spaces for ecological integration?
• Do we involve our cooperators in our eco-formation
programs?

8. Eco-action
• Are we actively participating in mobilization and direct action
involving environmental issues?
• Are we supporting grassroots communities affected and
impacted by environmental issues, abuses and violations?
• Are we sharing our resources to support areas of struggle?

4. Transport
• are we monitoring our fuel use ?
• do we encourage the use of
public transport?
• are we investing on energyefficient transport?

5. Tree-growing
(native trees, fruit trees
and mangroves)
• are we planting trees in the
parish?
• Do we have a Parish pocketforest?
• Are we participating in treegrowing activities of the local
government or of the Diocese

Parish Community of our Taiwan Mission participating in Ocean Clean-up Activity
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Localizing Environmental Awareness
thru grassroots actions
What can be done in your community:
Know the environmental issues in your
parish community.

Study the existing local laws/ordinances of
your local government.

Involve in dialogue and eco-action in the
community in addressing the
environmental problems.

Awareness of the waste consumption and
pollution in your parish, and create
programs involving the parish community
to reduce consumption (solving the wastes
issues) and avoid any pollution impacts
even beyond the parish.

Share/communicate what you are doing,
will be inspiring for others.

Green Activities moving us to an ecological conversion
Zero-Waste Campaign

Clean and Green Formation

Recycling (maximizing existing wastes,
upcycling of materials, paper-making,
eco-bricking)

Practice ‘greening of activities:
NO Plastics for Fiesta (bantings, straws,
plastic-based utensils, etc.
NO-balloons for Activities (Grow trees
instead)

Waste Segregation (from the source)
Think of your own...

END Plastic Campaign
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Witnessing dimension of
our Environmental Concerns

Leadership
Personal
• Am I contributing to the
problem?
• Examining our/my
personal consumption and
waste usage. (Measure your
carbon and/or water
footprint)
• Embracing ‘green’ lifestyle,
transforming values: LS
Chapters 4 &6 area good
starting point

• Have we done something?
• Examining our environmental direction,
the top-down management can do more...
• Implement measures to address
consumption and waste issues.
• Taking Action thru policy direction.

Communitarian
• Are we taking action? At least the
minimum is to share Laudato Si’; the
Office of the Dicastery and the
Diocesan pronouncements on this
ecological field.
• Taking responsibility of the
environmental damages.
• Co-creating actions and initiatives
to protect the planet and people.
• Participating as a family, as a parish
community and as public servants.
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Pathways to Ecological Conversion
Let us prioritize the “ecological conversion” asked of us by Pope Francis.
Spearheaded by our parish ministries let us:

1.

Live the simple lifestyle to minimize
consumption and save for the victims of increasing
calamities.

2.

Start to promote ecological awareness and
action through integral waste segregation and by
minimizing the use of plastic from our homes to
institutions.

3. Popularize and integrate the study of climate
change and its mitigation in our formation
programs.

4. Grow trees and expand the forests at the
same time using fresh water wisely. We lobby for
massive rainwater collection as a substitute to the
construction of dams.

5. Conserve energy; use solar power in our
homes and institutions (dioceses, churches,
schools, seminaries); invest in renewable energy
(solar, wind power) and divest from coal and fossil
fuels.

6.

Educate and organize a well-informed and
empowered citizenry using all means available
including mainstream and social media for the
passage and implementation of legislations to
protect the earth.

7. Network with international bodies to create a
groundswell of worldwide pressure powerful
enough to convince multinational institutions to
lower emissions.

8. Actively involve in environmental actions in
behalf of people and nature threatened by
development aggression.
Recoletos Eco-Park (UNO-R, Don Salvador Benedicto, Negros Occidental)
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Pledge for Caring

MOTHER EARTH
As a Church community,
consistently caring for
our Common Home, we
make this pledge:
• Our home is the Earth. We care for
our common home. We act to
protect all-life on Earth, from ridge to
reef.

• Our life finds its fullness in the
Earth. We act to resist all forms of
destruction damaging our people
and planet.

• We are connected to our Earth, as
our lives and the life of all beings are
interconnected with each other.

• We hear both the cry of the Earth
and the cry of the Poor. We respond
and act to restore the impacts of
climate change on our planet and
communities; and with utmost
vigilance we demand climate justice.

Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle of the Archdiocese of Manila signed and endorsed the Pledge
for Caring Mother Earth during the celebration of the 34th World Youth Day in Panama.
Signing the Pledge with the Cardinal is a young indigenous girl from the Amazon.
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ARCORES propose you to do:
Step 1
Analysis - Diagnosis Assessment of our Parish actual situation.

Step 2
Take at least one action on each area of the checklist: Energy; Water; Waste; Transport; Eco-Spirituality; EcoFormation; Eco-Action and report it to ARCORES.

Step 3
Promote ecological concern preferably through Laudato Si: offer formation; publish and communicate your
activities.

Step 4
Remember that all is “interconnected” (linking your social and ecological concerns).
RESOURCES AVAILABLE:
• Resources available:
• Global Catholic Climate Movement Eco-parish Guide
• Localizing the Paris Agreement
• Laudato Si’ Manifesto
• wwww.enlazateporlajusticia.org

“You discover the
earth’s springing
energy, its amazing
beauty, its most
excellent potency…
To praise your Creator
you make the earth’s
cry your own”.
ST. AUGUSTINE
Enarratio in Psalmum 144,13
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