
St. Augustine on Creation 
 
1. We are created by the goodness of the Creator. “For the Christian, it is enough to 
believe that the cause of all created things, whether in heaven or on earth, whether visible 
or invisible, is nothing other than the goodness of the Creator, 
who is the one and the true God.” 
(St. Augustine, ench. 3, 9)  
 
2. Creation is the result of God’s love, pouring ‘out of the largeness of His 
bounty’ (abundantiam beneficentiae). (St. Augustine, Gn. litt. 1, 7, 13) 
 
3. All that God has created is good and beautiful. “Each single created thing is good, 
and taken as a whole they are very good, because together they constitute a universe of 
admirable beauty.” 
(St. Augustine, ench. 3, 10) 
 
4. The goodness of the Creator is manifested by the beauty of creation. “Heaven 
and earth further proclaim that they did not make themselves: “We are, because we have 
been made; we did not exist before we came to be, as though to bring ourselves into 
being.” And their visible existence is the voice with which they say this. It was you who 
made them, Lord: you are beautiful, so it must have been you, because they are beautiful; 
you who are good must have made them, because they are good; you who are; because 
they are.” 
(St. Augustine, conf. 11, 6) 
 
4. All things have been created by the grace of God. “Their imperfection is 
displeasing to you who are perfect in the sense that you will them to be perfected and so 
become pleasing to you, not in the sense that you are yourself imperfect and look to reach 
your own perfection by helping them to theirs. Your good spirit hung poised above the 
waters, but the waters did not support him, as though he needed them to rest upon. When 
your Spirit is said to rest upon people, it means that he causes them to rest in himself. 
Rather did your unassailable, immutable will, sufficient in itself upon itself, brood over 
the life you had made, over the creature for which life is not the same as beatitude, for it is 
alive even in its own dark turbulence; but it has the prospect of being converted to him 
who made it, that so it may live more and more fully on the fount of life, and in his light 
see light, and so be perfected, illumined, and beatified.”   
(St. Augustine, conf. 13, 5) 
 
5. God has given a place for his creation. “All natures, then, inasmuch as they are, 
and have therefore a rank and species of their own, and a kind of internal harmony, are 
certainly good. And when they are in the places assigned to them by the order of their 
nature, they preserve such being as they have received.” 
(St. Augustine, ciu. 12, 5) 
 



6. God loved what he has created. “With equal justice could it be said to people who 
contemplate creation in the Spirit of God. It is not you who are seeing this. If, then, 
seeing something in God’s Spirit, they perceive it to be good, it is evidently not they, but 
God, who sees that it is good… many who find your good creation pleasant, but fail to 
find you within it, and look for their enjoyment in creation itself rather than in you. 
Different from both is the attitude of one who sees it as good in such a way that their God 
views its goodness through the person’s human eyes. But he could not be loved were it 
not through the Spirit he has given us, because the love of God has been poured out into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit bestowed upon us. Through him we see that 
everything is good which in any degree has being, because it derives from him who has 
being in no degree at all, but is simply He Is.” (St. Augustine, conf. 13, 46) 
 
7.  We are created in the image and likeness of God. “All these things we see to be 
exceedingly good, because you see them in us, you who have given us the Spirit to enable 
us to see them, and in them to love you.” (St. Augustine, conf. 13, 49) 
 
8. It is evil to abuse what God has created. “Sin is not the striving after an evil 
nature, but the desertion of a better, and so the deed itself is evil, not the nature which the 
sinner uses amiss. For it is evil to use amiss that which is good. Whence the apostle 
reproves certain ones as condemned by divine judgment, "Who have worshipped and 
served the creature more than the Creator." (Romans 1:25) He does not reprove the 
creature, which he who should do would act injuriously towards the Creator, but those 
who, deserting the better, have used amiss the good.” (St. Augustine, nat. bon. 36)  
 
9. We discover God in the beauty of the earth. “You discover the earth’s  springing 
energy, its amazing beauty, its most excellent potency… To praise your Creator you 
make the earth’s cry your own.” (St. Augustine, en. Ps. 144, 13)  
 
10. God protects nature. “God, who refrains from perishing even what seems to be 
mutually destructive. God, who from nothing, has created this world, which the eyes of 
all perceive as the most beautiful. God, who does not cause evil, but causes it not to be the 
worst. God, who to the few who flee for refuge to what really is, shows that evil is 
nothing. God, through whom the universe, even taking in its sinister side, is perfect. God, 
of whom the things that disagree most widely with You have no dissonant effect, since the 
worst things are included in a plan with better. God, that you are loved, consciously or 
unconsciously, by all that you are capable of loving. God, in whom all things are, to 
whom, nevertheless, neither the vileness of any creature is vile, nor his wickedness is 
harmful, nor his error is wrong.” ( St. Augustine, sol. 1, 2) 
 


